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Introduction  
 

N.B.: The subject house and property have had many owners and names connected with  it including 

Davis, Sharpless, Blakey, Merrick, Whitall, Hacker, English, Doyle, Bodine, Van Sciver and Jarvis; it has 

also been called" "Springhill Farm," and :"The Cedars" among other names 
 

Long-time Haddon Township residents, as well as those from  neighboring 

communities, will remember this house as "The Van Sciver Mansion" or, perhaps, "The 

Jarvis Place." It sat on the hill now occupied by the Superfresh supermarket, its rooftop  

                                

                        The Whitall -VanSciver House as it appeared in the early 20th century 

 

cupola offering a westerly vantage point to the Delaware River and Philadelphia. The 

property, which in 1864 included 114 acres of farmland, woods, orchards, streams and 

buildings, encompassed what is presently the grounds of the Haddon Township High 

School and Middle School, the Haddon Twp. branch of the Camden County Library, the 

Haddon View Apartments, the Westmont Shopping Plaza, the woods along MacArthur 

Boulevard up to Saddlertown, the Paul VI High School property, and the Van Sciver 

Elementary School grounds. 

 

The Whitall  Family 
This house was owned from 1864 to 1880 as a summer residence by the John 

Mickle Whitall family.  

There are several sources of information on the Whitalls. Foremost is a memoir 

written in 1879 by John Mickle Whitall's daughter Hannah Whitall Smith titled John M. 

Whitall, the story of his life. A second book titled Memoir of Mary Whitall by her 
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granddaughter, Bessie Nicholson Taylor published in 1885 also contained valuable 

information. There is a reference book on the glassmaking industry titled The Glass 

Gaffers of New Jersey by Adeline Pepper (1971) containing photographs of the Whitall 

glassmaking factory and examples of the bottles they made, and,  the Philadelphia 

Seaport Museum's library has a John M. Whitall collection of documents, and Bryn 

Mawr College has a collection of Whitall family documents in the M. Carey Thomas 

collection. M. Carey Thomas was John M. Whitall's granddaughter and became the 

second president of Bryn Mawr College. There is another Whitall collection at Indiana 

University called the Hannah Whitall Smith collection.  

The Whitall family ancestors came from England, possibly Litchenfield, Stafford 

County, during the 17
th
 century, and settled in and around the Philadelphia area. 

1
John 

Mickle Whitall was born on November 4, 1800 in a house on Main Street in Woodbury, 

Gloucester County, NJ. His parents were John Siddon Whitall and Sarah Mickle Whitall. 

Sarah was the daughter of John Mickle and Elizabeth Estaugh Hopkins. John Mickle 

Whitall's grandparents were James Whitall and Mary Cooper owners of the Red Bank, 

Gloucester County home which served as a shelter and makeshift hospital during the 

Revolutionary War's Battle of Red Bank (Fort Mercer). The family belonged to the 

religious Society of Friends, sometimes called Quakers. 

At the age of 16, John Mickle Whitall began a seafaring career as an apprentice 

on board a ship called the William Savery. His many voyages, which spanned a 13-year 

period, took him from the port of Philadelphia down to ports in Savannah, Georgia or 

Charleston, South Carolina, and then on to Liverpool, and India and China. According to 

his daughter Hannah's memoir, he experienced a personal religious conversion at age 17 

as he described to her: "On one of my voyages from Charleston to Liverpool, there was a 

                

Shipping Document, 1824  (Courtesy of The John M. Whitall Collection at the Philadelphia Seaport Museum Library ) 
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